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TENTH ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS — 


OF THE 


CITY OF CAMBRIDGE 





To the Honorable, the City Council of the City of Cambridge :— 


GENTLEMEN :——-The Board of Park Commissioners has the honor to. 
‘submit herewith its tenth annual report for the year ending November 
30, 1902, and also the ninth annual report of the Acting General Superin- 
tendent of Parks, as required by Section 4 of the Ordinance establishing 
a Park Department. 


RESULTS FOR THE YEAR 1902. 


Far less construction work has been done during the year 1902 than 
‘during any other year since the City undertook park construction. Ever 
since the passage of the Act of 1893, authorizing the City to construct and 
‘Maintain parks, the City Council has appropriated annually not less than 
the sum of $100,000, but during the year 1902 it appropriated but $50,000 
‘in addition to the unused balance of $6,322.89 appropriated during 1901, 
or a total of $56,322.89. Nearly one-half of this amount, or $20,352.34, 
‘was used in settlement of damages for the original taking of the land of 
Norcross Brothers at the foot of Brookline Street, thus leaving the sum of 
$35,970.55. Of this amount, $16,676.16 was used in the extension of the 
river driveway east of Boylston Street, while the balance was used for 
general purposes. 

The Commissioners hoped to be able to complete the driveway from 
Harvard Bridge to Brookline Street, but the failure of the City Council to 
make the full appropriation of $100,000 that was asked for, prevented 
them from doing that work. They were, however, able to get a rough 
road through, so that it is possible now for one to walk dryshod from 
Magazine Street to Harvard Bridge. 

: The section from Boylston Street east to Flagg Street has therefore 
‘Teceived the most attention during the year, and with the exception of the 
beach work is practically completed. The driveway affords a very neces- 
'“Sary, convenient and popular connection from the upper river to Putnam 
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Avenue. Considerable remains yet to be done on the beach; its unsight- 


liness will continue until the funds at the disposal of the Commissioners 


are sufficient to warrant them in undertaking the work. 

The Commissioners are constantly in receipt of inquiries as to the 
matter of the completion of the river road. There is nothing which 
seems so peremptory as this. Experience has shown that every foot of 
river road that has been constructed has had a far-reaching effect on 
valuations, not only of land directly abutting, but for a considerable dis- 
tance from the road. The extension from Flagg Street to Western 
Avenue is imperatively demanded, as also the completion of the road from 


River Street to Magazine Street and from Brookline Street to Harvard 


Bridge. 
In the matter of maintenance, the old problem of endeavoring to 
make one dollar do for two has been still with us. To the fact that we 


have been required to maintain the parks on far less than they could be. : 
properly maintained, has been added the new requirement or method of 
making appropriations by which the particular class of expenditure is put 
on an allowance, as it were, instead of giving discretion to the Commis- 
Sioners to use such portions of the appropriation for such purposes as" 
seem to them from time to time proper. The result is that too much is 


appropriated for one purpose and too little for another; and while it is 
true that at the end of the year balances may be transferred by the City 
Council yet the system has been found to be very confusing and unsatis- 
factory. 

One of the principal difficulties met with in the matter of mainten- 
ance is in the proper policing of the parks and public grounds. Experi- 
ence has shown that no public place, whether large or small, can safely or 
properly be opened to the public unless constantly policed. The use of 
these places by the public is also limited unless the same can be policed. 
The Commissioners have never been able to do this, because of a lack of 
appropriation. 

A bronze statue of Charles Sumner of heroic size, together with the 
pedestal, was offered to the City through the Park Commissioners by 
Prof. Edward Cummings, on behalf of a certain unknown donor, and 
after acceptance by the City Council was placed on the delta between 
Cambridge and Kirkland Streets. The statue is a work pronounced by 
experts to be of decided merit, and certainly is an ornament to the 
locality. 


BOYLSTON STREET BRIDGE. 


The Commissioners have before pointed out the need of a new bridge 
over the river at Boylston Street. There is no bridge in the City that is 


’ 
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‘used in the same way as this one, and no bridge which the safety of the 
public requires replacing more than this. A move has been made during 
the last year which promises good results. 

Various interests are concerned in the rebuilding of the bridge; the 
City of Boston, by virtue of its ownership ; the State, by virtue of the reser- 
yations on the river of the Metropolitan Park Commission ; Harvard Col- 
lege, by the proximity of Soldiers’ Field, and its peculiar use of the 
bridge ; and the City of Cambridge, by its ownership and park work on 
its side. Arrangements have been made for a conference of these interests 
in an endeavor to agree upon a form of structure and method of 
approaches, the height of the bridge above the water, and other details, 
and as a result, legislation looking towards the building of the bridge will 
‘probably be asked for at the coming session. The Commissioners feel that 
the bridge should be ornamental as well as useful and adapted to the 
particular localities which it will be designed to connect. They also feel 
that the bridge should be a comparatively low-level bridge, in order to 
avoid elevating the approaches on either side of the river, and yet at the 
same time should be high enough to permit a proper use of the river for 
pleasure purposes without necessitating a draw. 


TREES. 


A great deal of work has been done during the year on the trees and 
considerable money has been expended. The year has been an unfor- 
tunate one in that trees have been visited with about every form of harm- 
ful insect known, including the brown-tail moths, gypsy moths, tussock 
moths, elm-leaf beetle, and other destructive insects. As a whole, the 
public shade trees have been well cared for. Considerable work in the 
way of trimming and the removal of dead trees and stumps has also been 
done, but much more remains to be done. The Commissioners have 
already begun the work of removal of nests from the trees and expect to 
continue as the weather permits during the winter. Last year the Com- 
missioners were unable to begin until spring, and consequently could not 
do all that was necessary before the caterpillars left their nests. 

Legislation was obtained last winter authorizing the Commissioners 
to enter private lands for the purpose of cleaning private trees, and this 
opportunity was availed of to a considerable extent. It seems to them 
that further legislation is desirable which shall require owners either to 
clean their own trees or pay to the City the expense of sodoing. In fact, 
it would be better that the City should undertake the work, because other- 
wise it would not be thoroughly done. 
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SCHOOLHOUSE GROUNDS. 


Improvements in schoolhouse grounds are constantly requested. The 
Commissioners would like to make many improvements in the grounds 
but a lack of money prevents. A little is done each year, however; but 
at the present rate it will take a great many years to accomplish what has 
been asked for. 


METROPOLITAN CONNECTION. 


We renew our annual request for access to the State Reservations, 
for a connection between Fresh Pond and the Mystic, between Somerville 
and Cambridgeport, between Gerry’s Landing and the Speedway and 
between Brookline Street and St. Mary’s Street. Cambridge has paid a 
large proportion of the expense of the Metropolitan Park System but as 
yet has received no direct benefit. 


FORT WASHINGTON. 


Fort Washington is said to be the last of the Revolutionary forts in 
Cambridge. It was erected by the express orders of Washington in 
November, 1775. Inhis report he said :—“ Arrived in Cambridge July 2, 
1775. On our side we have thrown up intrenchments on Winter and 
Prospect Hills, the enemy’s camp in full view at the distance of little 
more than a mile. Such intermediate points as would admit landing I 
have, since my arrival, taken care to strengthen down to Sewall’s farm, 
where a strong intrenchment has been thrown up. The troops in this 
town are entirely of the Massachusetts, under Putnam and Heath.” 

Paige’s “ Cambridge” says :—“ At the next angle of the river, on the 
easterly side of Pine Grove, anciently called the Oyster Banks, there was 
another ‘three gun battery’ which commanded the river down to Lech- 
mere’s Point.” 

Without doubt this fort took part in the bombardment of Boston, 
which led to the evacuation March 17, 1776. 

After the troops abandoned the fort it was carefully preserved by 
the Dana family, on whose land it was located. In the early fifties they 
placed the lot of land surrounding the fort in the hands of trustees, 
together with a fund for its preservation. 

On January 6, 1857, Mayor Sargent announced that “a proposition 
had been made by the owners to place under control of the City another 
piece of land which is hallowed by associations, not only connected with 
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one of the most important events in the history of our country but with a 
name dear to every American heart.” The Mayor referred to Fort 
Washington, which was the only remaining work of the kind in a good 
state of preservation. 

He said further :—“TI am informed that both the proprietors and 
trustees are desirous that this fort, lying within our borders, should 
become the property of the City, to be preserved for the associations that 
cluster around it. They propose to transfer to the City the grounds, the 
fund and the ordnance (promised by the Government) on condition that 
the City will appropriate a sufficient sum in addition to build a fence and 
ornament it in a suitable manner, and forever preserve it as a public 
ground.” 

The City Government acted promptly on the Mayor’s suggestion. 
January 15, 1857, the Council appointed a special committee of six, and 
on January 21st, a special committee of four was appointed by the Alder- 
men. On July 8th, the Mayor reported the reception of deed of about 
37,000 feet of land. 

A flagstaff was erected and the flag was displayed for the first time 
on February 22, 1858. 

In January of the same year the Mayor was requested to petition the 
Legislature for aid towards fencing the fort. The Resolve for the appro- 
priation was passed and was approved March 26,1858. The fence was at 

once built at a cost of $4,457, of which sum the State appropriated $2,000. 

The Secretary of War contributed three 18 pounder guns, and the 
Secretary of the Navy furnished the gun carriages to mount them. 

At the time the battery was thrown up Cambridge was the head- 

- quarters of Washington, and was an armed camp during the siege of 
Boston. 

| It is not difficult to picture in one’s mind the stirring times of that 

| period, and the part that this small battery played in the general bom- 

_bardment of Boston; the presence of General Washington and his 
generals, Heath and Putnam, the men in the ranks — patriots drawn from 
all classes of life, thinly clad for the most part, incompletely equipped, 
and poorly fed, but united in their thirst for freedom. 

It is a better picture to contemplate than the one which today exists, 

this neglected battery stranded, in consequence of physical changes in the 

\ river, a half mile from the shore. 

Its condition is a discredit to Cambridge. The fence surrounding it 
is broken in places, the grass plot uneven and poorly cared for, the moat 
partially filled, the breastworks worn and ragged, the guns tilted at all 
angles. 
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Since the fort was placed under the care and control of the local © 


Park Commissioners its proper maintenance has frequently been discussed, 
but each time they have arrived at the same point — lack of funds. 


For many years the fort has been a resort for hoodlums, who have no ~ 
sense of propriety, nor even decency, and they have been allowed absolute 
freedom to do about as they liked. The Commissioners have been endea- | 


voring to correct this disgrace to our City, but with only partial results. 


A small appropriation of $500 is necessary to put the fort in proper | 


condition, and: proper police protection is necessary to keep it so. 


WORK OF THE COMING YHAR. 


The Commissioners hope that the full amount of $100,000 will be 
appropriated at the beginning of the coming year, in order that they may 
make their plans accordingly. Two things which they desire and believe 
should be done are the extension of the river road from Flagg Street to 
Western Avenue and the completion of the road from River Street to 
Magazine Street and from Brookline Street to Harvard Bridge. Nothing 
seems to the Commissioners more important than this, and nothing more 
advantageous to the City. The Commissioners also ask that the appro- 
priation for maintenance be increased to an amount sufficient to enable 
them to properly care for what has been put in their charge and to enable 
the public to enjoy the public places to the fullest extent. They also ask 
that, as heretofore, the expenditure of the maintenance appropriation as a 
whole shall be within their discretion and not limited in particular ways, 
as was the case during the past year. 


On July 1, 1902, Mr. H. E. Whiting, who for nearly five and one-half 
years had been Superintendent of Parks, resigned his position in order to 


enter into business. The Commissioners desire to express their apprecia- 

tion of his earnest, faithful and successful work and regret the loss to the 
City of his valuable service. On his resignation Mr. J. A. Holmes, who 
had been for some years in the City Engineer’s office and had had special — 
charge of park construction work, was chosen by the Commissioners as 


Acting Superintendent of Parks and is now filling that position. 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 


PARK LOAN. 
Amount of unused balance of 1901 appropriation reappropriated Dec. 
19, 1901 . ; ‘ 4 ‘ , : ; ; ; ; : $6,322 89 
Amount appropriated March 27,1902 . i : - 2 : : ‘ 50,000 00 





$56,322 89. 
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PARK MAINTENANCE. 
Shade Trees. 


Amount appropriated April 17,1902 . : A 

Amount transferred from commons, squares and public 
grounds Oct. 22, 1902 : 

Amount transferred from bath Rouse Oct. ‘22, 1902 . 


Cambridge Field and Shelter. 
Amount appropriated April17,1902 . : : : - 
Amount appropriated May 15,1902. ; ers 


Commons, Squares and Public Grounds. 
Amount appropriated April 17, 1902 . 
Amount transferred to shade trees Oct. 22, 1902 ‘ 


Brown Tail Moth Extermination. 
Amount appropriated Jan. 23,1902. ° af! 
Amount appropriated Feb. 19,1902. , ; H 


Amount appropriated Mar. 21,1902 . e : 

Amount appropriated April 10,1902 . ° : : 
Section G. 

Amount appropriated April17, 1902 . : ; : " 


Sections A, B, D, F and Rindge Field. 
Amount appropriated April 17, 1902 


Bath House. 
Amount appropriated April 17,1902 . : : ° : 
Amount transferred to shade trees Oct. 22, 1902 


General Account. 
Amount appropriated April 17, 1902 


$5,500 00 


550 00 
200 00 





4,500 00 
650 00 





5,600 00 
550 00 


1,500 00 
1,500 00 
1,500 00 

300 00 


een 


3,000 00 


2,500 00 


2,500 00 
200 00 


400 00 
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$6,250 00 


5,150 00 


5,050 00 


4,800 00 
3,000 00 


2,500 00 


2,300 00 


400 00 


During the year bills payable from Park Loans have been approved 
by the Board and certified to the Auditor to the total amount of 


$55,528.94, as follows : — 


PARK LANDS AND CONSTRUCTION. 


River Parkway, Section A. 


Construction account. A : 4 : A f 
River Parkway, Section B. 
Construction account . 5 : ; . 
River Parkway, Section C. 
Construction account. ; ‘4 A ; J 
Land account . > s h : 4 ; " 


River Parkway, Section D. 

Construction account . : . ; § : : : 
River Parkway, Section E. 

Construction account . ; : : hs 4 - 
River Parkway, Section F. 

Construction account . A oe ie : Pes rl 
River Parkway, Section H. 

Construction account . : F 4 ; . - 


$90 59 
2,716 72 


2,199 73 
20,355 44 





5,590 22 
459 45 
16,760 36 


887 02 


$90 59 


2,716 72 


22,555 17 


5,590 22 
459 45 
16,760 36 
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Nursery. 
Construction account . : A é , ; a“ 5 703 39 703 39 
Rindge Field. 
Construction account . F ; ‘ . ; , 369 80 369 80 
Cambridge Field. 
Construction account . 4 m i : : : : 363 52 363 52 
Porter Square. 
Construction account ‘ ; x 4 A : ‘ 10 37 10 37 
East Cambridge Hiabantment. 
Construction account . : : 3 ; ! : : 3 92 3 92 
General Account. 
Construction account . : - : : ; : - 4,022 24 4,022 24 
Office Expenses. 
Construction account. : ; ; : ; : 5 996 17 996 17 
Total amount expended : : : : ; : $55,528 94 
Balance unexpended . : : f , ; - 793 95 


During the year bills payable from Park Maintenance have been 
approved by the Board and certified to the Auditor, as follows : — 


Amount Balance 
expended. unexpended. 


Shade trees . : 4 a : : : : ‘ $6,210 56 $39 44 
Cambridge Field and Shelter : : : : ; ‘ 5,111 97 38 03 
Commons, squares and public grounds ; ; ; : 5,045 53 4 47 
Brown tail moth extermination . : P . : : 4,799 06 » 94 
Section G : : : ; : ‘ 2,941 47 58 53 
Sections A, B, D, F nat d Rindge Field : ; A P : 2,434 20 65 80 
Bath house . : : : ; : ; ; 2 2,291 98 8 02 
General account . : ; ‘ : ; : : ‘ : 399 28 72 


From the above it will be seen that the amount expended during the 
year under Park Loans was divided as follows : — 





Construction account 4 ‘ . : : * . $35,173 50 
Land account ; : - : ; : 7 : : 4 20,355 44 
Total : , ; ; : A : : : . $55,528 94 


A detailed classification of the expenditures will be found in the 
report of the Acting General Superintendent. 

Since the beginning of the work in 1893 there has been expended to 
date, of money raised under Park and Esplanade Loans, the sum of 
$1,354,897.38. 

The division is as follows : — 


River Parkway, Section A. 





Construction account . : 4 : “ A , . $154,905 64 
Land account . 4 : “ 3 . : 5 : ‘ 1,901 83 
— $156,807 47 
River Parkway, Section B. 
Construction account ; A : ; ; ‘ - 87,883 97 87,883 97 


é 
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- River Parkway, Section C. 











Construction account . : : d : : 51,500 28 
Land account . . 28,701 08 
River Parkway, Section D. gran 
Construction account . : ; i 91,068 08 
Land account . : ; c 95,047 25 
————— 186,115'38 
River Parkway, Section E. 
Construction account . 5 : * 930 47 
Land account . F ‘ 60,110 00 
——___ 61,040 47 
River Parkway, Section F. 
Construction account . : : : 44,816 81 
Land account . : i : : , 66,432 36 
_——— 111,249 17 
River Parkway, Section G. 
Construction account. ‘ : “ 120,528 21 
Land account . . : : : : 85,614 82 
— 206,143 03 
River Parkway, Section H. 
Construction account .. s : 12,135 30 13,135 30 
Cambridge Field. . 
Construction account . ; - - 127,062 72 
Land account . : ; 78,884 85 
—_—_— 205,947 57 
East Cambridge Embankment. 
Construction account 87,498 88 
Land account . : 45,231 40 
, —- 132,730 28 
General Account. 
Construction account 42,260 11 42,260 11 
Rindge Field. 
Construction account . 9,230 99 
Land account . . : 31,461 85 
— 40,692 84 
Office Expenses. 
Construction account . : : ; ; ; ; 12,677 85 12,677 85 
| 
Broadway Park. 
Construction account 11,308 65 11,308 65 
Nursery. 
_ Construction account 6,161 19 6,161 19 
_ Hastings Square. 
_ Construction account . 2,683 07 2,683 07 
| Winthrop Square. 
Construction account 1,866 26 1,866 26 
Washington Elm. 
Construction account . 466 98 466 98 
\ Porter Square. 
Construction account . ; , 3 : ; 20 87 20 87 


| $1,359,391 77 
Less Park revenue for 1894 and 1896 merged into land and 


construction accounts. 4,494 39 


$1,354,897 38 
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Of the whole amount of Park Loans expended to December 1, 1902, 
36 per cent. has been for land and 64 per cent. for construction, as 
follows : — 


Land account (less ‘‘revenues’’) . : 3 : - ¢ $488,891 05 
Construction account SEN GRE Net ' of's! hat it et aan! 866,006 33 


$1,354,897 38 





Respectfully submitted, 


GEO. HOWLAND COX, 
WILLIAM M. RICHARDSON, 
EDMUND REARDON, 


Park Com- 


missioners. 


| REPORT OF THE GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKS 


CAMBRIDGE, December 1, 1902. 


To the Board of Park Commissioners of the City of Cambridge :— 


GENTLEMEN :—I herewith present the annual report of the General 
Superintendent of Parks for the financial year 1902. 


RIVER PARKWAY. 


Upon the acquirement last year of the portion between Western 
Avenue and River Street the original plan of taking for the Parkway was 
completed, and with the exception of perhaps one or two changes in the 
Harbor Commissioners’ Line, no additional taking will be necessary 
between the Park land of the State at Gerry’s Landing and the new south 
line of Main Street, a distance, measured on the centre line of the drive- 

way, of about four miles. 

The total area of the Parkway at present is 113.66 acres; this 
includes a portion of the river bottom beyond the line of mean low water. 
| The lines dividing Sections A and B, and B and OC, have been 
changed slightly from those given in the report of 1898. The work of 

construction and maintenance on the different sections and on the com- 
mons, squares etc., has been carried on as follows :— 


SECTION A. 
(Area 9.07 acres. ) 
Section A extends from the South line of Main Street as widened for 
_the approach to the new bridge, to the west line of the third street east 
of Massachusetts Avenue. 
Eight Welsbach lights have been maintained here during the year. 
The necessary attention has been given the trees. The easterly end of 
the section is settling somewhat, carrying with it the trees and finished 
roadway, making it necessary to fill some of the worst places in the road. 
This roadway will have to be brought up to grade and resurfaced for a 
portion of its length when the outer driveway is surfaced and the lawns 
are completed. 
The life ladders on the sea wall should be cleaned and painted at 
once. 





> *) 2m 


i 


16 CITY OF CAMBRIDGE. 


SECTION B. 
(Area 19.72 acres.) 


Section B extends from the west line of the third street east of 
Massachusetts Avenue to the west line of the fourth street west of the 
avenue, but does not include Massachusetts Avenue. 

Four men have been employed here the greater part of the season. 

The section was maintained in a very satisfactory condition. 

Six settees were placed on the outer walk next the river on the por- 
tion west of the bridge. 

The shrubbery is in excellent condition as also are the trees with the 
exception of the row next the sea wall. When the wall was ballasted in 
1900 the excavated material was piled in such a position as to bury the 
tree trunks to a considerable depth, this material coming from the back of 
the sea wall was naturally impregnated with salt. Their somewhat weak 
condition is accounted for perhaps by the above-mentioned facts. 

The fence on the sea wall between the bridge and the second street 
west, about 1,140 feet in length, should be cleaned and painted at once, 
as also should the life ladders ; one of the ladders which had been injured 
by floating ice has been removed and repaired. 

Thirty-one Welsbach lights have been maintained here during the 
year. The number of lights west of Massachusetts Avenue seem quite 
enough for lighting that portion but the number on the portion east of the 
avenue and the lighting on Section B is not sufficient; posts are in posi- 
tion here to double the number and this should be done as soon as 
practicable. | | 

The walks east of Massachusetts Avenue should be surfaced, the fif- 
teen foot walk next the property line is continuous between the avenue 
and Main Street and therefore most used at present; its sandy condition 
obliges pedestrians to walk on the edge of the lawn, resulting in the 
destruction of the grass. 

The roadways on either side of the third lawn west of Massachusetts 
Avenue should be surfaced with gravel. 

There remains on this section to be built about 357 feet of sea wall 
in completion of the proposed plan. The only work required on the wall 
built by the Embankment Company will be the ballasting and resetting the 
cap-stone of about 396 feet and the rebuilding and ballasting of about 48 
feet of wall at the westerly end; also the filling of a part of the fourth 
lawn west of Massachusetts Avenue, completing the lawn and surfacing the 
roadways and walks, and planting shrubbery on the third lawn east and 
the third and fourth lawns west of the avenue. The construction of the 


1 Tagnt 
= ~ 


PARK DEPARTMENT. 17 


paths in the central lawns should be carried out as recommended in the 
report of 1900. Considerable expense would be saved if this work were 
done on the remaining lawns at the same time they are graded. 


SECTION C. 
(Area 13.89 acres. ) 


Section © extends from the west line of the fourth street west of 
Massachusetts Avenue to the east Jine of Brookline Street, but does not 
include the right of way of the Grand Junction Railroad. 

The roadway is now continuous along this section, but is not yetina 
suitable condition for travel; 2,856 cubic yards of cinders and 820 loads 
of filling and gravel have been placed here at a cost of $956.67, seventy 

dollars of which was the cost of teaming, nothing being paid for the 
material teamed. The roadway at present is at about elevation 18.6, 
some settlement having taken place by reason of the drying out of the 
dredged material underneath the filling of ashes and dirt. 

No further movement of the bulkhead has taken place. There has 
been placed outside and against the bulkhead fora distance of 475 feet 
easterly from the Grand Junction Railroad bridge and at a point opposite 
Henry Street heavy stone and ballast from the old wharves at Section F. 

The weight of the stone in this position will help to overcome the 
thrust of the high embankment that will be required as an approach to 
the proposed bridge over the railroad. 


SECTION D. 
(Area 38.31 acres. ) 


Section D extends from the west line of Brookline Street to the 
south line of River Street. 

The principal work of construction has been the surfacing of the 
driveway with macadam between Magazine and Brookline Streets and on 
Magazine Street between Granite Street and the Park Road; the grading 
and seeding of the planting strips either side of the roadway between 
Magazine and Brookline Streets and the building and placing of fourteen 
wooden box drains to remove surface water from the same piece of road. 

The full width of thirty-three and one-third feet between the curb 

_ lines on Magazine Street and thirty feet of the forty-foot wide park drive- 
way was surfaced to a depth at the centre of four and three-quarter inches 
_ and of two inches at the sides. 

The total area of the macadam is 5,366 square yards. 

In connection with the surfacing of the driveway and grading the 


tree strips, about 300 cubic yards of gravel and filling were used at a cost 
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of $183.28. Five hundred and seven cubic yards of loam were placed in 
the tree strips for which seventy-five cents per cubic yard was paid. 

The dyke along the river bank east of Magazine Street had settled 
so that at several points the highest tides were flowing over it; these 
low portions have been restored to elevation 19.00; considerable gravel 
was also placed by the Metropolitan Water Works Commission over their 
pipes where the filling had settled and been washed out. 

At the Bath House the usual force of clerks and assistants, together 
with two life guards and a police officer, have been on duty each day from 
June 14 to September 14, between the hours of nine A.M. and ten P.M., 
with the exception of three hours at low tide. It was estimated that 
29,700 bathers used the beach during this period. The season has not 
been favorable for bathing, the water being cold and the weather dis- 
agreeable. 

The total receipts from suits, towels and lockers amounted to $863.06. 

The laundering has been done by a local laundry at a cost of fifteen 
cents per dozen for the suits, and one cent each for the towels. 

An additional float has been constructed, using parts of one of the 
old floats. The new float is 23.6 feet by 17.3 feet; the float built last 
year is 30 feet by 18 feet. 

Considerable mud has been deposited at the foot of the beach by 
reason of its re-entrant form; this condition could be remedied by filling 
over the mud in the hollow and making the water line of the beach 
straight. 

The upper part of the beach has settled where the fill was made in a 
large creek ; this should be brought up to grade at the same time the foot 
of the beach is refilled. 

It has become still more apparent the past season that the proposed 
new bath house, together with its laundry arrangements, should be built 
at once, in order to carry on the work here to the best advantage and to 
the larger use of the beach. 

Pleasant Street extension has been surfaced with gravel and rolled 
by the Street Department; the walk back of the bath house should be 
extended next season along the river bank to connect with this work, and 
if possible to River Street. The fill could be made this winter with City 
ashes; the line of the walk as far as Pleasant Street is already filled with 
dredged material nearly to grade; this would make the bathing beach 
more accessible to that portion of the City just north of River Street and 
to the East Cambridge cars. 

More of the large playground east of Magazine Street should be 
graded ; to make this practicable and to keep the ground dry, a permanent 
tide gate will have to be built in the Pearl Street sewer in the line of the 
dyke. 


PARK COMMISSIONERS 
Geo, Howland Cox , Chairman. 
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. Requests have been made for tennis courts at Captain’s Island; 

such courts could be constructed after the tide gate is in place, and with 
a slight amount of filling, on the land north of the driveway, east and 
west of Pearl Street. 

Pearl Street is in a somewhat dangerous condition and should be 
filled to grade and surfaced. 

A tide gate and outlet is also required for the drainage of the small 
playgrounds west of Magazine Street. The site of this outlet is just north 
of the proposed bath house at the point where the large cut has been 
made through the filling. The present construction of this tide gate 
would shut out the water from, and dry the marsh, making it better suited 
to sustain the heavy fill of the roadway when made. 

The construction of the little children’s playground should be carried 
out as recommended last year. 

The walks on either side of the driveway between Brookline and 
Magazine Streets require to be filled to grade and surfaced. 

Twenty-nine Welsbach lights have been maintained here, eighteen on 
the driveway and eleven on the Island, together with three are lights on 
the beach during the bathing season. 


SECTION E. 
(Area 1.77 acres. ) 

Section E extends from the north line of River Street to south line 
of Western Avenue. 

No construction work has been done here during the year. 

The guard fences at the River Street bridge have been repaired and 
line and grade given for a fence along the park line adjacent to the land 
deeded to the Riverside Press. 

The small sewers that formerly discharged into the river from the 
Press buildings were connected on August 26th with the sewer in Black- 
stone Street. 

There is still a large amount of grease discharged into the river from 
‘the engines of the Electric Light Company’s plant. 

On recommendation of the Commission an order was adopted by the 
City Council May 13th conveying back to the Electric Light Company 
forty-seven square feet of land at the southeast corner of Western Avenue 
and the park road. A curve of ten feet radius has been substituted here 
for one of twenty feet radius to allow more room for the new station 
which was built very close to the line at this point. 

A plan on a scale of forty feet to the inch has been made by the 
engineers showing the Cambridge park lands, the park lands of the State 
on the Boston shore and cross-sections of the river at intervals of one 
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hundred feet, extending the whole length of Section E, south on Section 
D to the Bathing Beach, and north on Section F to Otter Street, a total 
distance of 4,200 feet. 

The wharf at River Street has been used on two different occasions: 
for discharging cargoes from vessels. 


SECTION F. 
(Area 13.89 acres. ) 


Section F extends from the north line of Western Avenue to the east 
line of Boylston Street. 

The principal construction work of the season has been performed 
here. Work under the contract for removing the old sea walls made with 
Augustus Bellevue & Co. in October, 1901, was discontinued on December 
9, 1901, after removing 2,396 tons of stone. The time of completion was 
extended to May 1, 1902, but the contractor did not resume operations. 

A contract was made on June 23, 1902, with the Eastern Dredging 
Company to remove the remainder of the walls, estimated to be about 
1,900 tons, and to pull the piles outside the walls; this contract was dis- 
continued before completion because of a lack of funds. 

The best of the stone from the walls and those of the piles that 
could be used again, were deposited on the sea wall at the west end of 
Section B to be used in extending that wall; the remainder of the stone 
was used as described at Section C. 

During April and May contracts were made for 4,400 cubic yards of 
loam at eighty cents and eighty-seven cents per cubie yard, delivered in 
carts ; 5,593.5 cubic yards were delivered under these contracts. 3 

The tree strips have been extended from the end of the construction 
of 1898, the one on the northerly side of the driveway to DeWolf Street, 
and the southerly strip to Flagg Street. Planes (Platanus orientalis, 
twelve trees) were planted as far as Holyoke Street; the remainder of 
the distance on both sides as far as the loam was in place, oaks (Quercus © 
rubra, forty-four trees) were planted. The lawns between the driveway — 
and Riverview Avenue were graded and seeded, and shrubbery planted. 
Some shrubbery was also planted at the top of beach just east of the boat 
house. 

For this work a total of about 3,840 cubic yards of loam, at a 
cost of $3,194.28, was used. 

The docks either side of Richardson and Bacon’s wharf were partly — 
filled with City ashes and partly with material removed from the outer 
end of the wharf, and the roadway brought to sub-grade for a length: of 
970 feet, in continuation of previous work. 
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In June, a contract was made for 2,500 cubic yards of binding gravel 
at 85 cents per cubic yard, to be used for surfacing the roadway between 
- Boylston and DeWolf Streets, a distance of about 1,500 feet. Under this 
contract, 2,053.3 cubic yards of gravel were delivered, placed in the road 
_ and rolled with section and steam rollers. 
ri _ A watering system has been installed extending through the entire 
area completed this season; 825 feet of two-inch galvanized pipe were 
laid from the City main in Boylston Street, along the south side of the 
driveway to opposite Holyoke Street; this will eventually connect with 
; he main in Riverview Avenue to give circulation; 676 feet of one-inch 
“pipe, and 470 feet of three-quarter-inch pipe were used to connect the 
hydrants with the two inch pipe and with the mains in Riverview Avenue 
and DeWolf Street. Swelve garden hydrants were set. 
b Ten large and five small catch basins were built, and 775 lineal feet 


of eight-inch Akron, and 60 feet of eight-inch iron pipe were laid in con- 

nection therewith. 

& Of edgestone, 611.6 lineal feet of straight, and 9.97 feet of curved, 
_ Were set on the south side of Riverview Avenue and on the west side of 
DeWolt Street; and 25.24 feet of straight, and 217.44 feet of curved 

_edgestone, at the entrance of Plympton and DeWolf Streets into the 
_ Park Road. 

- Holyoke Street enters the park over the filling placed in the dock 
east of Richardson and Bacon’s wharf. This filling, as well as the fill in 

"the dock just west of the same wharf, has settled considerably, and will 
“settle more and require refilling; for this reason the catch basins were not 

built nor the edgestone set at Holyoke Street. The surface water can be 

“taken care of at this point by means of wooden box drains until the filling 
has fully subsided. 

d On August 15th, fifteen Welsbach lights were installed and have 

"Since been maintained, making a total on the section of seventeen. 

The shrubbery and lawns west of the boat house have been maintained 
the greater part of the year in connection with the work on Section G 
and are in excellent condition. 
The fence on the bulkhead at the boat house has been painted. 
After the necessary arrangements have been made for construction 
in DeWolf Street very little labor or material will be required to extend 
the roadway, walks and tree space to Flagg Street. 

About 10,000 loads of filling, consisting of excavation from cellars, 
ashes, street scrapings and City ashes, have been received, for which 
2,245.42 has been paid. 

With the exception of a stretch of flats about 300 feet in length 
opposite Sands Street, the fill is now continuous between Flagg Street 


rn 
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and Western Avenue, but not to subgrade nor to a width greater than i 
will be required for the fifteen-foot walk and one row of trees. It is 
expected that the short section of flats will be filled the coming winter) | 
with City ashes. 
To complete the work undertaken this season there remains consid. 
erable material to be removed from the Stickney Wharf, a part of the 
wall and the filling to be removed from the Sargent Wharf, and some 
dredging to be done between the wharves. The beach just east of the 
boat house will have to be graded and gravel furnished for surfacing the — 
beach easterly from the present work. | 
The tree strips just east of Boylston Street should be regradela 
where they have settled, the walk next the property line surfaced between ~ 
Boylston and Holyoke Streets, and the walk surfaced and loam pm 
along the top of the beach. | 


SECTION G. 
(Area 16.07 acres. ) 


Section G extends from the west line of Boylston Street to the east i 
line of the land of the Stillman Infirmary. 
Thirty-three Welsbach lights have been maintained here during the 
year. 
Four men have been employed during most of the season in caring 
for the section. ' 
The iron fences at the top of the beach west of Boylston Street and 
along Mount Auburn Street have been painted. 
The division fence at the Stillman Infirmary was regraded a 
painted. | 
The grading of Section G was completed in 1897, some settled por- 
tions were regraded in 1898, since which time considerable additional 
settlement has taken place on different parts of the section, the greatest 
subsidence having occurred in the lawn and roadway between Boylston 
and Murray Streets. The catch basins were cut down to meet th 3 
changed conditions; in the case of the lawn to such an extent that the 
sea water flows over the grass at extreme tides, and has apparently 
reached and killed some of the shrubbery. To remedy this state of 
affairs either a tide gate should be placed in the outlet of the drain or the 
area filled to its former elevation. 
If the water in the river is to be kept at a constant height by means 
of adam, it would not be necessary to do any very extensive regrading 
except in the roadway where inequalities have occurred in the settlement. 
Some repairs will be required along the beach another season. | 
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SECTION H. 
(Area 1.44 acres. ) 
Section H extends from the east line of the land of the Stillman 


_ Infirmary to the Metropolitan Park taking at Gerry’s Landing. 


The iron fence along the park line from Gerry’s Landing to Section 
G and connecting with the division fence at the Infirmary has been com- 
pleted and painted. 

The section was maintained in connection with the work on Section G. 

Some gravel is needed here to regrade the walk and also a small 
amount of loam to finish the lawn at its westerly end. 

The beach which was built in 1900 has a slope of one on four and a 
half, and though in a position exposed to strong currents and the action 


_ of the ice is in a most satisfactory condition. 


CAMBRIDGE FIELD. 
(Area 12.64 acres. ) 

The running track has been surfaced with coke dust, sixty-four tons 
being used at a cost of $1.50 per ton; screened loam was used as a binder 
for the coke dust. 

There is still considerable regrading to be done on the paths outside 
the running track and in front of the band stand. All the macadam walks 
on the field should receive a surfacing of stone dust. 

The shrubbery at the sides and especially the back of the playfield 
has gotten into a very bad condition; the trees have grown sufficiently to 
shade it and the boys make paths through it. Some sort of permanent 


_ protection will have to be provided here. 


The electric light wires should be placed underground; they are 


beginning to interfere with the growing tree tops. 


Preliminary sketches were made for a locker room and shower baths 
under the band stand and for a permanent covering over the sand courts. 

The lockers and shower baths are very much needed in connection 
with the running track and games on the field. 

Some repairs are needed in the plumbing of the shelter and in the 
drains from the field. 

Three men have been employed in the care of the lawns, walks and 
shrubbery. 

About 24,800 people enjoyed the ice during the skating season of 
forty-three days. 

RINDGE FIELD AND NURSERY. 
(Area 11.52 acres. ) 

Four sand courts and two giant strides have been built by the depart- 

ment, and two swings, a sand court and six tilts by the Cambridge-Somer- 
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ville Playground Committee. This committee also provided the para- ~ 
phernalia for football, baseball, basket ball and other games, also an ~ 
instructor to direct the children in their play, a portion of the cost of — 
which was borne by the department. ‘ 

The trees and shrubs in the Nursery are in excellent condition; some ~ 
of the trees, as the oaks, will soon be too large to transplant successfully ; — 
it would be well either to sell or use them in the coming season’s planting. — 

One man has been constantly employed caring for the Nursery and © 
the lawn at the Sleeper School. 


EAST CAMBRIDGE EMBANKMENT. 
(Area, 8.35 acres. ) 
No construction work has been performed here this year. 
Considerable filling has been placed without expense to the City. | 
Ballast should be placed back of the wall to protect it and allow the 
work of filling to continue. 


COMMONS, SQUARES AND PUBLIC GROUNDS. 





The usual attention has been given to the care of the different com- © 
mons and squares and to the grounds in charge of the department, around ~ 
public buildings. 

Plans were prepared for laying out the lawns and walks around the 
new Washington School. The work of grading was performed by the — 
contractor for the building. -— 

Estimates were prepared, based on a plan by Olmsted Brothers, for — 
construction at Porter Square. No work was done there however. 

The iron fences around several of the squares and public buildings © 
need repairing and painting. 

The relocation of walks and planting at the Library should be com- 
pleted. There also remains a small amount of grading and planting to be 
done on the Ellery Street side of the Latin School Grounds. a 

The work of transporting and erecting the Charles Sumner statue © 
which had been presented to the City, was intrusted to this department. 
The site chosen is the small common east of Massachusetts Avenue 
between Cambridge and Kirkland Streets. A contract was made with © 
Alexander McDonald & Son, of Cambridge, to transport and erect the ~ 
pedestal and statue; the foundation of solid concrete, four feet in depth, — 
was placed by the Park Department; the necessary grading around the ~ 
statue was also done by this department. Payment for the work was — 
made from the Contingent Fund by an order of the City Council approved ~ 
November 13, 1902. ; 
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WASHINGTON ELM. 





* 

we In July, 1899, an area, including the curbing, of 886 square feet was 
} enclosed and loamed to a depth of one foot around the Elm. Of this area 
about 740 square feet is turf. The turf has been renewed and the old 


% wounds on the tree have been scraped and retarred. 


Y The foliage was very full and healthful the past summer, new wood 
is making, and the small roots and fibres have filled the loam through its 
entire extent. 


SHADE TREES. 


A systematic cleaning of the nests of the Brown-tail Moth from the 
_ street trees, the trees in the commons and squares, and to a considerable 
extent, in private estates, was made early in the year, with the result 
that less injury has been done the foliage, and fewer complaints have 
been received from people annoyed by the caterpillars. 
i A careful examination, however, of all the street trees in the City 
discloses the fact that the ravages of the Tussock Moth in the eastern 
and central, and the Gypsy Moth in the western and central portions of 
the City, are becoming almost as serious as that of the Brown-tail Moth. 

Two broods of the Tussock Moth were hatched this year. 

Two colonies at least of the Elm-leaf Beetle are spreading rapidly. 

Some work is being done at present in destroying the nests of the 
Brown-tail Moth. The egg clusters of Gypsy and Tussock Moths are at 
present to be found on the limbs and trunks of trees, on buildings and 
fences, and hidden away in numerous other places, and can be removed 
and burned or destroyed by painting with creosote oil, to which a little 
turpentine or tar has been added; this can be done most effectively dur- 
ing the winter months. 

The Brown-tail Moth is at present (December) hibernating in the 

larval state in nests formed of dry leaves on the small twigs at the ends 
of the branches of nearly all our trees and shrubs, but more particularly 
on the pear trees. The most effectual method of destroying this insect is 
to remove and burn the nests. This should also be done during the 
winter, while the nests are easily discernible. 

The most effective method of destroying the Elm-leaf Beetle is by 
Spraying when in the larval state. ‘This is also efficacious in destroying 
the very young Brown-tail, Gypsy and Tussock caterpillars. 

To do this spraying the department should have larger apparatus 
than it possesses at present. Copies of two acts relative to the above- 
mentioned pests are given at the end of the report. 
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It has been possible this year, besides attending to requests for mis- 
cellaneous trimming and removal of trees on petition, to remove many 
trees that were dead and dangerous and trim trees on several miles of 
main thoroughfares and residential streets. 

Following is a list of streets on which the trees have been systemati- 
cally trimmed : — 


Massachusetts Ave., from Douglass St. to Cambridge Sta. . 309 trees. 


Brattle Street . : : : : : : ; A 234 & 
Magazine Street : ; LOL 
Harvard Street, from Baete Street to Norfolk Siieey ‘ A Bf 
Craigie Street . ; : : : : : : : 6Ger:< 
Washington Avenue . ; : : : : ‘ ; 33, 4 
Lancaster Street : : ; :\ Se : ‘ 529 ge le 

Hillside Avenue : 4 : ; ; : : : 8 : 

a 

Total . . , ; ‘ : : ; . 1,050 trees | 


On these streets are to be found some of the largest and oldest trees © 
in the City. The average cost of trimming has been about fifty-five cents 
per tree. There is no doubt about the advantage and economy of this 
method of trimming over that of trimming a tree here and there in widely ~ 
separated sections of the City, and perhaps not more than six trees in a 
day’s work with results very unsatisfactory at the best. 

In addition to the work described above there have been 





794 wire guards repaired. 
644 trees trimmed (total 1,694). 
201 new wire guards put on. 

15 trees restaked. 


Trees planted (including replacing of dead trees), as follows : — 


Acer platanoides . : : : ; 108 
Ulmus Americana . . , : : : 35 
Fraxinus Americana : : ; : ; 11 


Quercus rubra. 8 
Fagus purpurea : ; : ‘ 2 
Acer dasycarpum . ; : : ; ; 1 
Acer saccharum 1 


Total b : : ‘ : : p 166 
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Ulmus Americana . 


Acer saccharum 


Trees removed, as follows : — 


fEsculus hippocastanum . 


Fraxinus Americana 
Acer platanoides 
Tilia Americana 
Acer dasycarpum 


Ulmus campestris 


Acer rubrum 
Robinia . 
Salix alba 


Stumps removed 


Total 


Heads cut off . 


Trees sprayed 


THE YEAR’S EXPENDITURES. 


27 


be or 
Ron 


| e+ hS Co Co, Oo 


tod 


50 
11 
775 


The expenses of the department for the year are shown in the follow- 
ing summary of the departmental accounts :— 


PARK LOANS. 
(Lands and Construction.) 


Amount of unused balance of 1901 appropriation reappropriated 


December 19, 1901 
Amount appropriated March 27, 1902 


River Parkway, Section A. 


Engineering 


Pay roll 
Teaming 


Lettering sign 


River Parkway, Section B. 


Pay roll 
Shrubs 


Laying artificial stone sidewalk 


Engineering 


Lawn seats 


Amounts carried forward 


EXPENDED. 


$62 75 
25 34 
1 50 
1 00 


$2,307 67 
170 70 
137 20 
55 38 
22 20 


- $2,693 15 





$6,322 89 
50,000 00 


$56,322 89 





$90 59 


$90 59 $56,322 89 
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Amounts brought forward . ‘ * - ° $2,693 15 $90 59 $56,322 89 
Repairing iron fence on sea wall ; 16 00 | 
Freight and express . ‘ : : ‘ 3 82 
Blacksmithing . 2 : : . 3 05 
Hardware . ; : ; ; : 35 
Shingles for engineers ; : : ; 35 

——_——__ $2,716 72 

River Parkway, Section C. 

Lands 7 ; ‘ : ; : . $20,352 34 
Paviroll yi. , : : : ; : 825 48 
Cinders : : : ) A 709 O04 
Lumber and spikes for inthe ‘ : ; 152 71 
Teaming . ; ; . ‘ : ; 150 00 
Engineering ‘ : i ; ; : 147 14 
Filling : : : ; : : : 136 50 
Gravel j : ; : : : : 41 138 
Lumber. : 22 01 
Constructing crossing — B. & i R. R. . 11 30 
Recording license, deed, etc. . : ‘ 4 89 
Hardware . ; : : : ; : 2 18 
Express. ‘ : ‘ ; : ‘ 45 
————_ $22,555 17 
River Parkway, Section D. 
BO AVePOU ae, i : ‘ 4 : . $2,310 30 
Cracked stone . ; 4 : . s 1,382517 
Engineering ; : : ; ; : 646 90 
Loam ‘ f : ’ : , 380 22 
Use of steam renee : : : ; : 313 00 
Teaming . 4 é ; é . : 305 64 
Gravel 3 ? 2 é : > . 157 47 
Lumber . : ; ( : A : 78 47 
Stakes for engineers : : é ; 19 45 
Filling J } ; ; ; : ; 17 75 
Demurrage : 5 4 ; : : 9 00 
Hardware . 8 14 
Sand . 8 06 
Plumbing ; 2 65 
Turning water off ahi on. 1 00 
—— $5,590 22 

River Parkway, Section E. 

Engineering A : : : : : $455 25 
Lumber Q é ; : : 4 : 4 20 
— $459 45 
River Parkway, Section F. 
Pay Tou!) i. : : ' : ‘ } $5,539 96 
Loam : 4 . ‘ ¢ : : 8,194 28 
Filling , 3 ; : P ; ; 2,041 12 
Gravel ; ; : : : : : 1,771 00 
Engineering ‘ ‘ ? : ; : 1,225 84 








Amounts carried forward . ; P ; . $18,772 20 $31,412 15 $56,322 89 
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Amounts brought forward 


Edgestone 

Drainage system 

Watering system : 
Removing stone from w Bawves 
Teaming 

Ashes 

Sod 

Shrubs 

Lumber 

Pulling piles 

Use of steam roller 

Printing and advertising 
Repairing gutter on Weld Rat Hons 
Tools and hardware . 
Painting iron fence 

Bound posts ; 

Freight and express . 

Stakes for engineers 

Grass seed . 
Expenses of City Solicitor 
Signs : ; 
Kerosene oil 

Sharpening picks 

Coal 


River Parkway, Section H. 


Iron fence 

Pay roll 

Grading and eine a up ald iron Ente 
Engineering 

Bound posts 


Nursery. 


Pay roll 
Tarred paper 
Coal 
Hardware . 


Rindge Field. 


Pay roll 
Apparatus for playground 
Teaming 


_ Cambridge Field. 


Pay roll 

Coke . 
Engineering 
Screened loam 
Teaming 


Amounts carried forward . 


$13,772 20 


539 72 
467 68 
421 92 
400 00 
266 20 
204 30 
150 00 
139 99 
112 35 
110 00 
31 50 
30 95 
23 39 
22 85 
12 00 
12 00 
9 98 


— > pm Qa 
oO 
(=) 





$761 67 
53 25 
44 60 
19 50 

8 00 


$697 00 
2 85 
2 45 
1 09 


os 





$316 80 
50 00 
3 00 





$117 50 
96 02 
52 87 
52 50 
44 63 








$31,412 15 


$16,760 36 


$887 02 


$703 39 


$369 80 


$363 52 


$50,496 24 


29 


$56,322 89 


$56,322 89 


30 


CITY OF CAMBRIDGE. 


Amounts brought forward . : 


Porter Square. 


Engineering 


East Cambridge Embankment. 


Engineering 
Filling 5 : “a 


General Account. 


General Superintendent’s salary 
Landscape Architect’s fees 

Acting General Superintendcnt’s salary 
Damages for personal injuries . 
Board of horse, carriage hire, etc. 
Heliotype cuts for report of 1901 
Rent of store room : 

Car tickets for engineers . 

Printing and binding reports of 1901 
Repairing carriage ; 

Car tickets for office 

Shoeing horse 


Photographs and meter caphic ratariata 


Tools and hardware 

Entertaining N. E. Ass’n of Park Supt. 
Printing : : 4 : 
Repairing Biever 

Grass seed 

Rubber boots, etc. 

Stakes for engineers 

Blacksmithing 

Repairing roller 

Carpentering 

Repairing engineers’ transit 
Plumbing 

Express 


Office Expenses. 


Pay roll 

Telephone service 

Stationery and printing 
Postage stamps : 

‘¢ Pay roll” and ‘‘ Record” books 
‘“ Revised Laws ” 

Weekly time cards - 
Encyclopaedia of Moricdiace’s 
Hardware . . 
Globe-Wernicke case 
Directory 


Amounts carried forward . 


$50,496 24 $56,322 89 


$10 37 





$10 37 


$3 62 


30 
Pee $3 92 


$1,166 64 
888 77 
524 00 
400 00 
312 65 = 
126 00 
110 00 
100 00 

76 12 
62 00 
50 00 
31 00 
25 91 
25 03 
21 70 
19 25 
14.95 
14 32 
13 82 
12 00 
11 80 
5 50 
3 96 
3 00 
2 07 
1 75 





$4,022 24 


$690 00 
112 20 
105 51 

35 00 
19 00 
6 00 
6 00 
5 00 
4 50 
4 00 
3 00 


$990 21 $54,532 77 $56,322 89 


; 
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Amounts brought forward ei gey wa aye, Li ' $990 21 $54,532 77 
Letter copying and memorandum books . 2 65 
Typewriter supplies . 2 : : ; 1 75 
Rubber stamp . ; : : 7 ; 1 31 
Express. : : ‘ ; : : 25 
—-- $996 17 
Total 


Balance unexpended 


PARK MAINTENANCE. 
Shade Trees. 


Amount appropriated April 17, 1902 

Amount transferred from commons, squares Fas Suntte prude 
October 22, 1902 . 

Amount transferred from bath house October 22, 1902 


EXPENDED. 
Pay roll). F : : ‘ ; . $5,110 79 
Teaming . : , é " ; 522 14 
Wire and wire netting : ; : : 239 10 
Disparene . : F ; : : : 63 00 
Tools and hardware . : : : : 45 36 
Tree poles . : ; : : : : 35 00 
Sharpening saws : ; : : ‘ 31 60 
Rope . . : : : : . : 30 74 
Loam , : 3 25 92 
Repairing Beahase Sots “a aa : ; 23 93 
Raising stump of tree ; : : ; 16 00 
Repairs : : : : ‘ ‘ : 14 50 
Spraying . ; ; , ; ; : 9.17 
Staples : : : : : : » 8 50 
Printing tree notices : ! : 8 25 
Lumber. : 5 ; ‘ g : 7 23 
Express. : ; : : : 5 05 
Hose for tying trees . ; ; , , 4 78 
Creosote . - : ; ; : ; 4 75 
Filling z ; , ; ; : 2 75 
Kerosene oil : , ‘ , ; : 1 10 
Lime . , , ; ; ; : p 90 





Total 


Balance unexpended 


Cambridge Field and Shelter. 
Amount appropriated April 17, 1902 . 
Amount appropriated May 15, 1902 


Amount carried forward . 2 : - “ 


31 


$56,322 89 


$55,528 94 





$793 95 


$5,500 00 


550 00 
200 00: 





$6,250 00 


$6,210 56 





$39 44 


$4,500 00 
650 00 





rs 


$5,150 00 


——— 


$5,150 00 
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Amount brought forward . ; ; é : $5,150 00° 











EXPENDED. | 4 
Pay roll ’ é : : : : . $3,836 97 
Lighting . : ; : j ; : 824 00 
Coal . : ‘ : : , : 246 50 
Telephone service. ; : : : 88 40 
Rope mats ; ; 5 ; ; : 18 90 
Toilet paper : ; { : 18 00 
Repairing drinking foniitetn : : ; 16 25 
Teaming . } 5 : : ‘ 14 46 
Laundering bowels ; > : : , 11 54 
Miscellaneous supplies $ , } ; 10 05 
Trousers for Superintendent 6 00 
Sand . 4 83 | 
Hardware . 4 29 
Miscellaneous repairs 4 03 
Lumber 3 00 
Repairing furnace 2 50 
Engineering ; 1 50 
Express. : : ; : . : 75 
PEOLELL waite : : : : ‘ ; $5,111 97 — 
Balance unexpended . : : ‘ $38 03 | 


Commons, Squares and Public Grounds. | W 
Amount appropriated April 17, 1902 ‘ ; : 4 ; - $5,600 00 { 











Amount transferred to shade trees Oct. 22,1902 . . ; : 550 00 : 
$5,050 00 | 
EXPENDED. if 
Payroll. : af : : ; . $4,186 73 
Lighting . E ; ; ; ; : 390 00 
Lumber. . é ; : : : 125 24 
Teaming . : : 83 67 " 
Painting fence at Pore paanineton ; : 65 00 
Assorted plants : : . . 2 62 00 2) 
Lawn mowers . : ‘ : : : 61 56 9 
Bulbs : : ; ; : ; ‘ 38 05 
Sod . A ! ; : : : 22 20 
Tools and Haraere ; “ : ; : 19 49 
Flag and repairing . 4 , : 13 62 
Removing skeleton from fiag staff : : 10 00 
Manure 6 00 
Loam A , : , ‘ : 5 67 
Engineering ; : : : ; 4 00 
Turning water off anil on . 1 00 
Repairing drinking fountain . : } 1 00 
Express. ; : : - . ; 30 
Total . ‘ : : ; ; : $5,045 53 


Balance unexpended . ; - : $4 47 





PARK DEPARTMENT. 


Brown Tail Moth Extermination. 
Amount appropriated January 23, 1902 
Amount appropriated February 19, 1902 . 
Amount appropriated March 21, 1902 
Amount appropriated April 10, 1902 


EXPENDED. 
Pay roll 
Teaming . \ ; ‘ : 
Use of tools, ladders, horse and team 
Printing and stock 
Disparene . 
Advertising ; 
Tools and hardware . 
Setting glass 
Express 


Total 


Balance unexpended 


Section G. 
Amount appropriated April 17, 1902 


EXPENDED. 


Pay roll 

Lighting 

Painting iron fence 
Engineering 
Hardware . 
Teaming 


Total 


Balance unexpended 


Sections A, B, D, F and Rindge Field 
Amount appropriated April 17, 1902 ; 


EXPENDED. 


Section A. 
Lighting 


Section B. 
Lighting 


Section D. 
Lighting 


Section F. 
Lighting 


Amounts carried forward . 


$4,485 14 
123 75 
108 21 
37 50 
15 00 
14 85 
13 31 

1 15 
15 





$1,793 55 
1,029 52 
88 00 

29 Ol 

76 

63 





$220 39 
1,007 52 
775 89 


162 20 
$2,166 00 


$1,500 00 
1,500 00 
1,500 00 

300 00 


$4,800 00 





$4,799 06 





$0 94 


$3,000 00 


$2,941 47 


—_—— 





$58 53 


$2,500 00 


oe 


$2,500 00 
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Amounts brought forward : : ; - $2,166 00 $2,500 00 
Rindge Field. 

Lighting . ; ; G : : 268 20 | 
Total . ; ‘ " : 2 : $2,434 20 
Balance unexpended . : ; - $65 80 

Bath House. 
Amount appropriated April 17, 1902 : : : 5 ' $2,500 00 
Amount transferred to shade trees October 22, 1902 : 3 : 200 00 
$2,300 00 
EXPENDED. 

Pay roll ‘ : , : : . - $1,788 19 

Lighting . : : ; , 170 80 

Laundering suits and arvele é : 2 139 49 

Rope , ‘ . 2 ; 49 68 

Tags for bathing cite ; . : 30 00 

Telephone service. 4 d ; : 27 77 

Garden hose : ‘ ; 5 ; : 27 00 

Printing and stock . : ; : 26 50 

Lumber. : : ; é ; 26 13 

Hardware . : : : , 22 92 

Miscellaneous eaves 9 91 

Stakes for engineers 9 00 

Cleaning vault ; : ‘ 5 00 

Oars and rowlocks . : ; : 2 94 

Repairing shower bath 2 80 

Plumbing : ; ; , > : 2 20 

Blacksmithing . : : ; ; ; 50 

Extra help : ‘ : : : : 50 

Express. : ; : ; : : 40 

Repairing lock . d : ; ; : 25 
OCALA ier inl os : : 2 A ‘ $2,291 98 
Balance unexpended . : : . $8 02 

General Account. 
Amount appropriated April 17, 1902 : : : ‘ ‘ ; $400 00 
EXPENDED. 

Board of horse and use of room ; é $255 00 

Tools and hardware . ; : . , 68 97 

Repairing bicycles. : : : 20 65 

Shoeing horse . ‘ : : : : 14 70 

Grass seed : } : : : : 14 32 

Blankets. ‘ : 4 : 3 12 66 

Wicks and kerosene oil . ; ; : 6 10 


—_—_— —_—__ ee 


Amounts carried forward : ; ; : $392 40 $400 00 
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Amounts brought forward : : : ; $392 40 $400 00 
Express. : P : : : Q 2 55 
Paint . : . : i . : : 2 00 
Police belt . ; : f ; - L 1 50 
Diary for officer : : : ; : 83 

Total . $399 28 

Balance unexpended . $0 72 


Here follows a table setting forth the work performed during the 
year under contracts made by the department. 
All of which is respectfully submitted, 


J. ALBERT HOLMES, 
Acting General Superintendent of Parks. 
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REPORT OF THE LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS 


BrooxktinF, Mass., December 1, 1902. 


Mr. George Howland Cox, Chairman Cambridge Park Commission, City 
Hall, Cambridge : — 


Dear S1r:—In accordance with our custom, we submit the follow- 
ing report concerning matters of design which have engaged our attention 
during the year ending November 30, 1902. 

The most important plan which we prepared during the year was 
intended to illustrate our advice that your Commission should endeavor 
to secure a revision of the pier and bulkhead line on the Cambridge side 
of the Charles River from Akron Street (above Western Avenue) to 
River Street, for the purpose of carrying the Parkway with its full width 
past the Riverside Press works and the new buildings of the Cambridge 
Electric Light Company. 

The regular width of the Parkway is ninety feet, with twenty feet 
additional to the building limit restriction line, but in front of these pro- 
perties the width was reduced to seventy-five feet with no building hmit 
line. This will compel the omission of the sidewalk next the private pro- 
perty frontage and brick buildings already press almost to the proposed 
curb line. Such a break in the sidewalk and encroachment upon the 
regularity of what is destined to be one of the handsomest and most 
stately parkways in the country, is certainly liable to be called a bad 
botch. In fact at the time it was determined upon it was recognized as 
such and it was distinctly understood to be temporary. As regards the 
frontage of the Riverside Press it might still be so regarded, but since the 
boundary was established the Cambridge Electric Light Company have 
erected an unusually massive and costly power house so close to the line 
as to make the idea of eventually widening the Parkway to the proper 
boundary line and of obtaining the building lmit line seem utterly hope- 
less. Under these circumstances our suggestion that the legal lines 
limiting constructions along both sides of the river be shifted as much as 
may be necessary before any further constructions on the other side of 
the river prevent, seems the only reasonable solution of this important 
problem. By relocating the Parkway so the boundary will be twenty 
feet from the nearest corners of the two adjoining buildings of the 
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Cambridge Electric Light Company, the maximum change required in the ~ 
pier and bulkhead line which was established by the United States 
engineer in charge of Boston Harbor, would be only twenty-six feet. 
This change would doubtless require the bulkhead line on the other side 
of the river to be shifted shoreward to the same extent. Were the other 
shore owned by private individuals or corporations having expensive 
improvements the cost of the suggested change might be prohibitory, but 
fortunately the opposite shore from Cambridge is owned by the Metro- 
politan Park Commission to a considerably greater width than is required 
for the essential constructive features of the Parkway for which that 
shore was taken. Consequently there seem to be no physical difficulties 
in the way of the proposed solution of the problem of getting the Park- 
way on the Cambridge side past the Electric Light buildings full width 
and with the needed building limit restriction line. The change will 
require the assent of the United States engineer in charge of Boston 
Harbor and of his superiors, the approval of the Massachusetts State 
Land and Harbor Commission and the consent of the Metropolitan Park 
Commission. In addition the building restriction will have to be taken 
on the Cambridge side where it has not been taken and relocated where it 
has already been settled and some readjustments of the boundary may 
have to be made. 

Another plan which we made during the year was to show a revision 
in the location of the towers proposed by the architects of the new Cam- 
bridge bridge. Although this matter was not strictly under the jurisdic- 
tion of your Commission, yet as it affected the improvement of the 
Esplanade, it was properly brought to your attention. 

We prepared a detailed planting plan and list of plants for part of — 
Section F of Charles River Parkway from Boylston Street to Flagg Street, — 
a distance of about two thousand feet. In addition to the two regular 
rows of trees on each side of the driveway, there are to be shrubbery © 
plantations on two long triangles lying between Riverview Avenue and 
the Parkway, and also on a planting strip fifteen feet wide between the 
outer promenade and the gravel beach which supports this portion of the > 
Parkway. The former shrubbery will extend along the Parkway for over 
six hundred feet, thus forming an important decorative feature. The 
latter shrubbery will be interrupted by long and short gaps to afford 
access to the beach. Mostly low-growing species of shrubs will be used, 
so this planting will not interrupt the views from carriages. It will agree-_ 
ably soften the somewhat bald appearance of the beach and promenade. 
The shrubs to be used will endure occasional doses of salt water, which 
they are liable to get by capillary attraction from the gravel underneath 
during extraordinarily high tides, accompanied by easterly gales. 
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We made detailed plans for a little children’s wading pool and sand 
courts, accompanied by walks and awning supports, which were to be 
constructed near the bath house at Captain’s Island playground. 

We advised as to the location of the Sumner statue. 

We have had under consideration other projects which, if carried 
out, would add to the dignity and usefulness of the Charles River Park- 
way, but which are still too undecided to describe at this time. 


Respectfully submitted, 


OLMSTED BROTHERS. 


REPORT OF THE CITY ENGINEER 


OFFICE OF THE City ENGINEER, Ciry HALL, 
CAMBRIDGE, December 1, 1902. 


Geo. H. Cox, Esq., President Cambridge Park Commission : — 


DrEAR Str,—The new construction work of the year has largely been 
confined to Sections D and F of the Charles River Parkway. 

The park road, in extension of Magazine Street from Granite Street 
to the Charles River Road and thence to Brookline Street, has been hand- 
somely macadamized and finished with grass and tree plantings, making 
a fine driving connection with Brookline Street, Brookline Bridge and 
the territory beyond of Brookline and Boston. | 

The total length of this improvement is about 1,500 lineal feet. To — 
provide for the surface drainage fourteen wooden outlets were put in. 
This construction emphasizes anew the desirability of a radical improve- 
ment in this avenue of approach to Cambridge, by making the widening 
and elevation of Brookline Street and the bridge, or their location, at some 
other point. Some studies have been made of this locality with that in 
view. 

At Section F the work begun last year on the old wharves near the © 
foot of Dunster and DeWolfe Streets has been practically completed ; 
3958.3 tons of stones from the old sea walls were removed and placed in © 
the line of the beach east of Brookline Street. A large amount of piling 
was also removed, the earth of the wharves cut back and the beach, road- 
way and paths formed. 

About 970 feet of roadway was built here with walks and tree 
planting. 

Fifteen catch basins and the necessary drain pipe for outlets were 
put in. 

The park roadway from Boylston Street easterly to DeWolf Street 
(about 1,500 feet in length), was surfaced with gravel. 

The matter of a new bridge at the crossing of Boylston Street over 
Charles River has been the subject of some inquiry both by the Cambridge 
and the Metropolitan Park Commission, and interested citizens. 
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Preliminary studies for a bridge at this point were prepared and 
submitted as suggestions of what might be done at this point. 

The concrete base for the Charles Sumner statue located in the small 
common at the corner of Massachusetts Avenue and Kirkland Street, was 
placed, and the requisite grading, etc., done. 

The usual miscellaneous work required by the Park Department has 
been done. 

Three assistants have been employed during a greater portion of the 
year on work connected with the Park Department. 


Respectfully submitted, 


L. M. HASTINGS, 
City Engineer. 


ACTS RELATIVE TO THE EXTINCTION OF THE BROWN-TAIL 
MOTH AND OTHER INSECT PESTS 


[Acts or 1897, Cuaprer 516.] 


An Act to ReqgurreE Locat AUTHORITIES TO SUPPRESS THE BROWN— 
Tarn Morn. 


Be it enacted, etc., as follows :— 


Section 1. Whenever the pest known as the brown-tail moth shall 
be discovered in any city or town of the Commonwealth it shall be the 
duty of the city or town government to take immediate steps for its 
extinction and to prevent its spread. If they are in doubt what the pest 
is, they shall notify the board of agriculture, and whenever they are 
informed by said board that such pest exists within their respective 
municipalities they shall at once enter upon the work of its confinement 
to the infected area and its suppression. 

Sect. 2. It shall be the duty of the board of agriculture to cause 
inspections to be made upon the receipt of notice from local authorities, 
and also whenever the board has reason to suspect the presence of this 
pest in any city or town, and to furnish the local authorities an ample 
supply of printed directions as to the best methods for its confinement 
and extinction. | 

Sect. 3. It shall be the duty of the owners and managers of 
premises infested by this moth to exert themselves persistently to con- 
fine and suppress it, under the direction of local and state authorities and 
to promptly report any spread of the pest which they may discover. 


Sect. 4. Mayors and aldermen of cities and selectmen of towns 


who shall neglect or refuse to comply with the requirements of this act 
shall, on information or complaint of the district attorney or an indict- 
ment by the grand jury, and on conviction of such neglect or refusal, be 
fined ten dollars each for every day of such neglect or refusal after the 
receipt of due notice from the board of agriculture that their city or town 
is thus infested. 

Sror. 5. The owner or manager of any infested premises who shall, 
after the receipt of a notice in writing from the mayor and aldermen of 
his city or from the selectmen of his town, or from the board of agricul- 


«hte 
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ture, neglect or refuse to comply with this act, shall upon conviction of 
such neglect or refusal, before any court of competent jurisdictiou, be 
fined one dollar for every day of such neglect, or confined in jail not 
more than five days uor less than one day, or suffer both penalties in the 
discretion of the court. 

Sxot. 6. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved, 
June 11, 1897. 


[Acts or 1902, CHapTER 57.] 


An Act To AuTHoRIzE CERTAIN City AND Town OFFICERS TO ENTER 
UPON PRIVATE LANDS FOR EXTERMINATING THE BRrown—Tait Motu 
AND OTHER SIMILAR PEsTs. 


Be it enacted, etc., as follows : — 


Section 1. Whenever the brown-tail moth, the elm-leaf beetle, or 
any other tree or shrub destroying pest shall be discovered in any city or 
town of the Commonwealth, such city or town, by the municipal officer 
or officers to whom the care of the shade trees in the streets or roads of 
such city or town is or may be intrusted, may enter upon private land 


for the purpose of investigating said pest, and may adopt reasonable 


measures to prevent its spread and to secure its extermination. 

Sxcr. 2. The owner of any land so entered upon, who shall suffer 
damage by such entry and acts done thereon under the authority herein 
given, may recover the same of the city or town in which the lands so 
asserted to have been damaged are situated, by action of contract; but 


_ any benefits received by such entry and the acts done on such lands in the 


execution of the purposes of this act shall be determined by the court or 


_ jury before whom such action is heard, and the amount thereof shall be 


applied in reduction of said damages. 

Sror. 3. Whoever shall oppose the entry aforesaid, or obstruct the 
performance by the said local authorities of said work, shall be punished 
by a fine not exceeding twenty dollars for each” offence. [ Approved, 
February 5, 1902. = 
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